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by Your Majesty's order. He brings word that with 27 sails, 20 of
these being large and medium vessels, and seven pinnaces, Francis
Drake arrived off Cartagena on Ash Wednesday and occupied that
port and place. He met little resistance. When he had burned a
third of the city they ransomed the cathedral and other temples with
what edifices remained for 110,000 ducats, in addition to which he
stole a certain amount of silver and gold and household furnishings
and other merchandise which he found buried there. He burned
Your Majesty's two galleys and careened his fleet to go to attack
Havana. He was riding with yards across ready to depart on April
8, as YourMajesty will see in greater detail by the pilot's deposition1
which the Duke de Medina forwards and the despatches which
came for Your Majesty. God deign to remedy the situation for the
best good of His and Your Majesty's services ... (p. 2)

,.. San Lucar de Barrameda, June 25, 1586.

Sacred Catholic Royal Majesty

Your Majesty's humble servant who kisses Your Majesty's hands
and feet.

Don Francisco de Varte (Rubric).

Document No. 352
[Pedro Sanchez, deposition, Havana, June 26, 1586]
(P-i)                              i
In the city of San Crist6bal de la Havana on the twenty-sixth day
of the month of June in the year one thousand five hundred and
eighty-six, the very illustrious Senor Gabriel de Luxan, for His
Majesty governor and captain general of this island of Cuba, stated
that he was informed that at Cape San Antonio, fifty leagues from
this city, eight men fled from the English fleet commanded by
Francis Drake, whom the said Englishman took prisoners in the city
of Cartagena, and that one of these men had arrived at the San
Felipe cattle ranch, thirty leagues from this city. And in order to
determine how they came to be with this Englishman and to learn
what happened in the city of Cartagena with respect to him, and to
1 Not seen.
2 A. de L9 54-2-4, Santo Domingo 126. I pliego, legalized copy. Cf. Document
No. 55 post, enclosure No. 2.